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Building Economic Complexity in South Africa

Workshop

23 July 2018 | 10h30-14h30 | Radisson Blu Hotel, Sandton, Johannesburg

Speaker Bios

Haroon Bhorat is Professor of Economics and Director of the Development Policy
Research Unit at the University of Cape Town. He has served as an economic advisor
to past Ministers of Finance, and holds the highly prestigious National Research Chair
under the theme of Economic Growth, Poverty and Inequality: Exploring the
Interactions for South Africa. Haroon is a Non-resident Senior Fellow at the Brookings
Institution, is a Research Fellow at IZA, and an Honorary Research Fellow at the
Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC). He is a member of the Board of the UNU
World Institute for Development Economics Research (UNU-WIDER). Haroon sits on
the World Bank’s Advisory Board of the Commission on Global Poverty, and was Head
of Research for the UN’s High-Level Panel on the Post-2015 Development Agenda. He
has studied at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and has a PhD (Economics),
from Stellenbosch University.

Frangois Steenkamp is a senior Researcher at the Development Policy Research Unit
(DPRU), at the University of Cape Town. He has worked as a lecturer at the UCT School
of Economics, teaching international trade and macroeconomics. Frangois has a
Masters degree in Economics from the University of KwaZulu Natal, and is currently
working on his doctorate at the University of Cape Town. His PhD research focuses
on South African export patterns and the developmental implications of these export
patterns.

Wandile Sihlobo is an Agricultural Economist and Head of Agribusiness research at
the Agricultural Business Chamber (Agbiz) in South Africa. He is a columnist for
Business Day and Farmers Weekly magazine. Sihlobo has previously served as an
economist at Grain South Africa (Grain SA), where he was mainly responsible for
macroeconomics, grain market and international trade research. He also served as
part of the secretariat of the Agri-Sector Unity Forum (ASUF) Land Reform working
group. Sihlobo holds a Master of Science degree in Agricultural Economics from
Stellenbosch University.

Nimrod Zalk is Industrial Development Policy and Strategy Advisor at the South
African Department of Trade and Industry (the dti). Prior, he was Deputy Director-
General of the Industrial Development Division of the dti. He also sits on the board
of the South African Industrial Development Corporation. He has authored papers on
a range of topics including: industrial development and policy, competition and
competitiveness, and regional economic development, and has delivered lectures on
industrial development and policy at the following institutions: University of the
Witwatersrand, University of Johannesburg, University of Stellenbosch and
University of the Western Cape. Nimrod holds an MSC in Economics (with reference
to Africa) from the University of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies
(SOAS).




