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Regional economic development requires actions beyond any single sphere of government and be-
yond any single sector. As such there is no single entity responsible for, or with authority over, 
regional economic development. Instead it requires skills in collaborative leadership linking spheres, 
sector and stakeholders together around a common economic agenda.  
 
Value chains provide important opportunities for regional economic development, job creation, 
economic growth and business development. Agriculture plays a key role in supporting livelihoods; 
strategic interventions, from both the public and private sector, can provide opportunities to link 
agricultural activities to higher-value markets and related agro-food value chain activities.  
 
The course provides participants with an introductory grounding in collaborative leadership, in the 
core issues and key constraints/enablers of value chains, a deepened understanding of the agro-food 
value chain, and technical skills required in the public sector to understand, manage and grow value 
chains, with a specific focus on the agro-food value chain. 
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Participants 

Akho Skenjana South Africa Dept. Economic Development, Environmental 
Affairs & Tourism 

Senior Manager: Agro-
processing 

Anitha Ramsuran South Africa Innovation Enabling & Support Manager 



Baba-Tamana Gqubule South Africa TIPS Economist 

Bongani Mkhize South Africa KZN Economic Development, Tourism & 
Environmental Affairs 

Deputy Manager 

Celeste Domingo South Africa   Admin Officer 

Cheryl Phillips South Africa Planning & Economic Development Manager: LED & Tourism 

Chrizelle Kriel South Africa Dept. Environmental Affairs & Development 
Planning 

Chief Town & Regional 
Planner 

Denile Samuel South Africa Economic Development Partnership Project Manager 

Disele Nchabeleng South Africa Dept. of Agriculture & Rural Development Director 

Dumisani Gumede South Africa National Treasury Team Leader: Project 
Management Unit 

Emly Ramathebane South Africa Phumelela Local Municipality LED & Tourism Officer 

Eve Leopold-George South Africa Jobs Fund Snr Manager: 
Development Finance 

Faith Kolala South Africa Dept. of Trade & Investment: City of Cape 
Town 

Head: Catalytic Sectors 

John Kokota South Africa Dept. of Trade & Industry Deputy Director 

Julien Rumbleow South Africa Dept. Environmental Affairs & Development 
Planning 

Economist 

Karin Badenhorst South Africa Footsteps Foundation Founder & CEO 

Keith du Plessis South Africa Coega Development Corporation Manager: Project 
Development 

Larry Dolley South Africa Faculty of Applied Sciences: CPUT Manager 

Lawrence Valeta South Africa Buffalo City Head Enterprise Project 
Management Office 

Lebohang Mashwaliba South Africa Local Economic Development Co-ordinator: Agricultural 
Development 

Lucienne Heideman South Africa WC Economic Development Partnership Programme Facilitator 

Mandisa Mkhize South Africa KZN Economic Development, Tourism & 
Environmental Affairs 

Assistant Manager 

Mfundo Sodela South Africa Department of Agriculture Senior Agricultural 
Economist 

Msawenkosi Malinga South Africa Planning LED & Tourism Officer 



Musiwalo Makhuvha South Africa KZN Economic Development, Tourism & 
Environmental Affairs 

Deputy Director: 
Agribusiness Development 

Mzokhana Mvemve South Africa EL Industrial Development Zone Sector Manager: Agro-
processing 

Najwah Allie-Edries South Africa National Treasury Head: Jobs Fund 

Nkgaudise Molefe South Africa Local Economic Development Manager: Rural 
Development & 
Agriculture  

Obakeng Maema South Africa Agriculture STA Portfolio Manager 

Pat Telela South Africa Economic Development: City of Johannesburg 
Municipality 

Director: MoE Oversight & 
Service Delivery 
Monitoring 

Paul Court South Africa Dept. of Trade & Investment : City of Cape 
Town 

Senior Professional Officer 

Rae Wolpe South Africa Impact Economix Managing Director 

Ravineethum Moodley South Africa Technology Innovation Agency Portfolio Manager: 
Agriculture Strategic 
Technology Area 

Ruweida Naina South Africa Directorate: City Manager - Buffalo City Key Strategic Investments 
& Developments 

Shaun Moses South Africa Dept. of Trade & Industry Deputy Director 

Sibusiso Manana South Africa Department of Science & Technology Portfolio Manager: 
Agricultural Biotechnology 

Sipho Khuzwayo South Africa Infrastructure Development Senior Manager: LED & 
Environmental Services 

Siv Hesjedal South Africa Eastern Cape Socio-Economic Consultative 
Council 

Programme Manager: 
Strategy & Knowledge 
Management 

Sonja Loggenberg South Africa GTAC Senior Technical Advisor 

Sthembiso Ngcamu South Africa Ugu District Municipality LED Officer: Agriculture, 
Rural Development & land 
Reform 

Tangkiso Matsaneng South Africa GTAC Grants Manager 

Thandekile Hadebe South Africa Local Economic Development Director: Local Economic 
Development 

Vuyo Tetyana South Africa GTAC Manager: Monitoring & 
Evaluation 



Xavier Edziwa South Africa National Treasury Project Director 

Xolisa Melamane South Africa Technology Innovation Agency Portfolio Manager 

 

 


