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https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1813-6982.1996.tb01112.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1813-6982.1996.tb01112.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1813-6982.1993.tb01218.x
https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/brp/tcrb/monographs/21/
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/677451548260528135/confronting-illicit-tobacco-trade-a-global-review-of-country-experiences
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/677451548260528135/confronting-illicit-tobacco-trade-a-global-review-of-country-experiences
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Papers under submission 
 
1. Geboers, C, Willemsen, M, Candel, M, Van Walbeek, C, Nagelhout, G, de Vries, H, van den Putte, B 

and Fong, G. Widening the price gap: the effect of the Netherlands’ 2020 tax increase on tobacco 
prices. Nicotine and Tobacco Research. (revised and resubmitted).  

2. Evans, T, Sayed, A and Van Walbeek, C. Evaluating the financial case for investing in, or divesting 
from, tobacco investments. Tobacco Control. (revised and resubmitted). 

3. Darsamo, V, Chisha, Z, Arroyo-Bonet, G and Van Walbeek, C. Making cigarette taxes more effective 
in Mozambique: a simulation analysis. To be submitted in July 2024. 

Selection of unpublished reports and working papers 
 
1. Van Walbeek, C and Mthembu, S, 2022. The likely fiscal and public health effects of an excise tax 

on sugar-sweetened beverages in Kenya. ICTD Working Paper 141. 
2. Van Walbeek, C, Hill, R, Filby, S and van der Zee, K, 2021. Market impact of the COVID-19 national 

cigarette sales ban in South Africa. Report 11, Wave 3: National Income Dynamics Study (NIDS) – 
Coronavirus Rapid Mobile Survey (CRAM). 

3. Van Walbeek, CP, Filby, S and Van der Zee, 2020. Back to normal? Smoking and quitting behaviour 
after the sales ban. Results of a third survey. REEP report.  

4. Van Walbeek, CP, Filby, S and Van der Zee, 2020. Smoking and quitting behaviour in lockdown 
South Africa: Results from a second survey. REEP report.  

5. Van Walbeek, CP, Filby, S and Van der Zee, 2020. Lighting up the illicit market: Smokers’ responses 
to the cigarette sales ban in South Africa. REEP report.  

6. Rooney, C and Van Walbeek, CP, 2015. Some determinants of academic exclusion and graduation 
in three faculties at UCT. SALDRU Working Paper no. 161.  

7. Van Walbeek, CP, Barnett, J, Booth, A and Lewis FB, 2015. A review of cigarette excise taxes in 
Jamaica. Report written for the Jamaican Ministry of Health. 

8. Van Walbeek, CP, and officials from the World Bank and the government of Ghana, 2014. Raising 
additional government revenues in Ghana by raising the excise tax on tobacco and alcohol. Report 
commissioned by the World Bank, Accra Office. 

9. Van Walbeek, CP and Blecher, EH, 2014. The Economics of alcohol use, abuse and policy in South 
Africa. Report commissioned by the World Health Organisation South Africa Office. 

10. Van Walbeek, CP and Daly, M, 2014. Alcohol advertising trends in South Africa. Report 
commissioned by the World Health Organisation South Africa Office 

11. Van Walbeek, CP, 2010. The need for a new excise tax model for cigarettes in South Africa. Report 
commissioned by the National Council Against Smoking. 

12. Van Walbeek, CP, Lewis-Fuller, E, Lalta, S, and Barnett, J, 2005. The economics of tobacco control 
in Jamaica: Will the pursuit of public health place a fiscal burden on the government? Report 
written for the Jamaican Ministry of Health.  

 
Journal refereeing 
 
• Referee for South African Journal of Economics, Tobacco Control (member of editorial board), 

Addiction, BMC Public Health, PLoS ONE, Journal for Studies in Economics and Econometrics. In 
2016 I was named one of six “Reviewers of the Year” for Tobacco Control. 

• Guest editor for four special editions of Tobacco Control on studies using International Tobacco 
Control (ITC) Project data (2014-2015 and 2017-2018) and Tobacconomics partners (2021-2022 and 
2023-2024).  

 
  

https://www.ictd.ac/publication/likely-fiscal-public-health-effects-excise-tax-sugar-sweetened-beverages-kenya/
https://www.ictd.ac/publication/likely-fiscal-public-health-effects-excise-tax-sugar-sweetened-beverages-kenya/
https://cramsurvey.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/11.-Van-Walbeek-C.-Hill-R.-Filby-S.-Van-der-Zee-K.-2021-Market-impact-of-the-COVID-19-national-cigarette-sales-ban-in-South-Africa.pdf
https://cramsurvey.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/11.-Van-Walbeek-C.-Hill-R.-Filby-S.-Van-der-Zee-K.-2021-Market-impact-of-the-COVID-19-national-cigarette-sales-ban-in-South-Africa.pdf
http://www.reep.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/405/News/Report%20December%202020.pdf
http://www.reep.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/405/News/Report%20December%202020.pdf
http://www.reep.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/405/News/REEP2ndreport.pdf
http://www.reep.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/405/News/REEP2ndreport.pdf
http://www.reep.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/405/Publications/reports/Lockdown%20Survey%20Final.pdf
http://www.reep.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/405/Publications/reports/Lockdown%20Survey%20Final.pdf
http://opensaldru.uct.ac.za/bitstream/handle/11090/809/2015_161_Saldruwp.pdf?sequence=1
http://opensaldru.uct.ac.za/bitstream/handle/11090/809/2015_161_Saldruwp.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.reep.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/405/Publications/reports/A-Review-of-Excise-Taxes-on-Cigarettes-in-Jamaica.pdf
http://www.reep.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/405/Publications/reports/A-Review-of-Excise-Taxes-on-Cigarettes-in-Jamaica.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/133561561707742558/text/Raising-Additional-Government-Revenues-in-Ghana-by-Raising-the-Excise-Tax-on-Tobacco-and-Alcohol.txt
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/133561561707742558/text/Raising-Additional-Government-Revenues-in-Ghana-by-Raising-the-Excise-Tax-on-Tobacco-and-Alcohol.txt
http://www.reep.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/405/People/the-economics-of-alcohol-policy-in-south-africa.pdf
http://www.reep.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/405/People/the-economics-of-alcohol-policy-in-south-africa.pdf
http://www.reep.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/405/People/alcohol-advertising-in-south-africa-a-trend-and-comparative-analysis_0.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/277165348_Economics_of_tobacco_control_in_Jamaica_will_the_pursuit_of_public_health_place_a_fiscal_burden_on_the_government
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/277165348_Economics_of_tobacco_control_in_Jamaica_will_the_pursuit_of_public_health_place_a_fiscal_burden_on_the_government
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PhD supervision 
 
1. Samouilhan, NL. “Risks and Returns in the Globalised South African Equity Market". PhD awarded in 

December 2008. 
2. Blecher, EH. “The Economics of Tobacco control in Low-and Middle-Income Countries”. PhD awarded 

in June 2011. 
3. Smith, LC. “The effect of selected academic development programmes on the academic performance 

of academic development students at a South African University: An empirical analysis”. PhD 
awarded in December 2012. (I was a co-supervisor). 

4. Chelwa, G. “The economics of tobacco control in selected African countries”. PhD awarded in 
December 2015. 

5. Namome, C. “Economic diversification: the efficiency of alternative livelihoods among tobacco 
growers in Uganda”. PhD awarded in December 2019 (Co-supervisors: Tony Leiman and Beatrice 
Conradie). 

6. Nyagwachi, A. “The economics of tobacco control in Kenya”. Thesis awarded in December 2019. 
(Co-supervisor: Grieve Chelwa). 

7. Stoklosa, M. “Effects of the evolving global tobacco product landscape on smokers' switching 
behaviors”. PhD awarded in December 2019 (Co-supervisor: Jeffrey Drope (ACS)). (This thesis was 
awarded the Economic Society of South Africa (ESSA) Founders’ Medal for the best PhD in 
Economics at a South African university). 

8. Vellios, N. “Smoking cessation in South Africa, cigarette prices, plain packaging, and illicit trade”. 
PhD awarded in December 2022. (Co-supervisors Hana Ross and Emmanuel Guindon (McMaster 
University)). 

9. Chisha, Z. “Tobacco and alcohol use and its impact on development: Some findings from South 
Africa”. Formally registered; hopes to submit thesis in 2023 (Co-supervisor Grieve Chelwa). 

10. Li, Q. “How Tobacco Farming Affects Smallholder Tobacco Farmers’ Health and Wealth”. Formally 
registered; hopes to submit thesis in 2024 or 2025. (Co-supervisors Jeff Drope (ACS) and Alfred 
Mukong (University of Namibia)). 

11. Filby, S. “Foundations of cigarette taxation: An analysis of the price elasticity of demand, 
benchmarking and tax structure in low-and middle-income countries”. Formally registered; hopes 
to submit thesis in 2024 or 2025. (Co-supervisor Michal Stoklosa). 

12. Hill, R. “Curriculum change as a catalyst for social change: The case of prosocial behaviour, 
throughput and academic intervention in UCT economics”. Formally registered, hopes to submit 
thesis in 2025 or 2026. (Co-supervisor Justine Burns). 

 
TEACHING AND ADMINISTRATION 

 
I have taught in a variety of courses, primarily at the undergraduate level. These include ECO1010F 
(Microeconomics), ECO1011S (Macroeconomics), ECO2003F (Intermediate Microeconomics), 
ECO3021S (Quantitative Methods in Economics), and Econometrics and Policy Analysis at the Honours 
level. 
 
I was convener for ECO1010F, ECO1011S and ECO2003F for many years. In 2007 I was the School of 
Economics Undergraduate Convener. Between May 2009 and December 2012, I was the Director and 
Head of Department of the School of Economics. In this position I was a member of Senate, the Dean’s 
Advisory Committee, the Faculty Exam Committee, the Academic Policy and Planning Committee, the 
Academic Progression Committee, and the School of Economics’ Postgraduate Committee. 
 
Since 2011 I have been the Principal Investigator of the Economics of Tobacco Control Project. In 2019 
the Research Unit on the Economics of Excisable Products (REEP) was officially accredited by the 
University Research Committee, with me as the Director. Since 2015 I have held the role of head of the 
WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control Secretariat’s Knowledge Hub on Tobacco Taxation 



 8 

and Illicit Trade. These two entities employ ten soft-funded staff members and an average of two post-
doctoral fellows at any moment in time. 
 

GRANTS RECEIVED 
 
1. FCTC2030 Project (with funding from the governments of the UK, Norway and Australia), 2022-

2025. Supporting Parties to the FCTC to build capacity in the economics of tobacco control and 
tobacco tax modelling. 159 678 USD. 

2. DG Murray Trust. 2021. Implementing minimum unit prices on alcohol in the Western Cape. 879 388 
ZAR. 

3. World Health Organization. 2021. Tobacco, alcohol and SSB taxation in three coutries (Ethiopia, 
Ghana and Nepal). 1 047 740 ZAR. 

4. Tax Justice Network Africa (with funding from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation), 2021-2023. 
Supporting TJNA-affiliated groups in Africa. 15 000 USD. 

5. Cancer Research UK, 2022-2023. WHO FCTC Knowledge Hub on Tobacco Taxation. 150 000 GBP. 
6. Centres for Disease Control and Prevention, 2020-2022. Tobacco taxation in Africa using GATS and 

GYTS data to support evidence-based policy. 176 496 USD. 
7. Development Gateway (with funding from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation), 2019-2023. New 

initiative on essential tobacco data. 513 770 USD. 
8. International Development Research Centre, 2020-2022. Modelling the impact of sugar-sweetened 

beverages in Kenya. 819 900 CAD. 
9. African Capacity Building Foundation (with funding from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation), 

2019-2022. Improvement of public policy on tobacco taxation to counter illicit trade in tobacco 
products in Sub-Saharan Africa. 1 800 000 USD. 

10. International Development Research Centre, 2018-2020. Open data to support research on the 
economics of NCDs in Africa. 282 200 CAD. 

11. International Development Research Centre, 2018-2022. Tobacco tax reforms for health & 
economic development in SSA. 997 900 CAD. 

12. DG Murray Trust, 2018. Alcohol harms reduction project. 500 000 ZAR. 
13. The World Bank Group, 2018. Alcohol and cigarette price analysis in Maseru, Gaborone and South 

Africa. 240 000 ZAR. 
14. World Health Organization, 2018.  Assisting parties on effective implementing and reporting of 

Article 6 of Convention (price & tax measures to reduce the demand for tobacco). 20 000 USD. 
15. Centre for the Study of the Economies of Africa, 2018-2020.  Fostering Effective Tobacco Control 

Policy Implementation in Nigeria.  13 600 USD. 
16. Global Challenges Research Fund, 2017-2021. Tobacco Control Capacity Programme: Building 

capacity for applied research to reduce tobacco-related harm in low- and middle-income countries. 
215 067 GBP. 

17. Global Alliance for Chronic Diseases, 2017-2022. The impact of Tobacco Pricing and Packaging 
Strategies on Tobacco Use and Equity in Middle-Income Countries. 613 000 CAD (plus an additional 
64 750 CAD from the SA Medical Research Council 2017-2021). 

18. Cancer Research UK, 2017-2020. Establishing a Knowledge Hub to support governments and the 
WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control to implement better tobacco tax systems and to 
raise tobacco taxes. 751 095.43 GBP.  

19. WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control Secretariat, 2017. Seed funding to establish a 
Knowledge Hub on Tobacco Taxation and Illicit Trade at the University of Cape Town. 53 852 USD. 

20. International Development Research Centre, 2016-2018. Opening access to economic data to 
prevent tobacco and alcohol related disease in Africa. 233 900 CAD. 

21. African Capacity Building Foundation (funding from Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation), 2015-2018. 
The economics of tobacco control in Africa. 1418 215 USD.  

22. Wits Health Consortium, 2014-2016. PRICELESS study on trends in advertising expenditure on sugar-
sweetened beverages. R100 000 ZAR. 
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23. World Health Organisation, 2013. Trends in Alcohol Advertising in South Africa. 144 900 ZAR. 
24. World Health Organisation, 2013. Alcohol Economics in South Africa. 684 250 ZAR. 
25. Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (through the American Cancer Society), 2012-2014. 

Supplementary grant to the Economics of Tobacco Control in sub-Saharan Africa Project, 500 000 
USD. 

26. American Cancer Society, 2011-2012. Economics of Tobacco Control in sub-Saharan Africa. 210 000 
USD. 

27. National Research Foundation, 2011-2019. NRF Incentive Grant. 40 000 ZAR per year. 
28. Numerous annual grants from the Commerce Faculty Research Committee, 10 000 to 60 000 ZAR 

per year. 
 

SELECTION OF PROFESSIONAL AND OTHER EXPERIENCE SINCE 2000 
 
1. I served as the chair of track 3 (“Tobacco tax and price and the regulatory science”) of the 

Scientific Committee for the World Conference on Tobacco or Health, which was held in Cape 
Town in March 2018.  

2. In 2015-2016 I was nominated by the World Health Organisation’s African region to be an 
international expert on a panel that assessed the impact of the WHO Framework Convention 
on Tobacco Control on member parties. The report was submitted to the Conference of the 
Parties in November 2016. 

3. In 2015 I was approached by the Secretariat of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control to launch a Knowledge Hub on Tobacco Taxation and Illicit Trade at the University of 
Cape Town. There are only six WHO FCTC Knowledge Hubs around the world. 

4. In 2010 I was a member of a panel of international experts and lead author (together with Evan 
Blecher) on one chapter on a comprehensive review, entitled “Effectiveness of Tax and Price 
Policies for Tobacco Control” for the International Agency for Research on Cancer’s (IARC) 
Handbooks of Cancer Prevention (Volume 14). The review was published in 2011. 

5. Between 2002 and 2009 I regularly taught on the Financial Analysis and Portfolio Management 
Honours course and the Associate in Management (AIM) and Postgraduate Diploma in Business 
Administration (PDBA) programmes, offered at the UCT Graduate School of Business. 

6. I taught a one-semester Honours course in Econometrics at the University of Stellenbosch 
between 2002 and 2007. 

7. In 2008 I spent a year’s sabbatical at Johannes Kepler University in Linz, Austria. 
8. In 2007 I was an expert witness in a high court case that concerned the quantum of damages 

claimed by a patient against his doctors. In particular I was asked to testify about the use and 
relevance of Cost of Living indices when comparing the cost of living in London to that in 
Johannesburg. 

9. I have acted as external examiner for a variety of courses offered by the Universities of 
Stellenbosch and the Western Cape, Rhodes University and the Cape Peninsula University of 
Technology. 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

Current position: 
Professor, School of Economics, University of Cape Town (since January 2015); Director of the Research 
Unit in the Economics of Excisable Products (REEP, previously the Economics of Tobacco Control Project) 
and Director of the WHO FCTC Secretariat’s Knowledge Hub on Tobacco Taxation and Illicit Trade (since 
2015) 
 
Previous positions: 
• Director and Head of Department, School of Economics, University of Cape Town (May 2009 to 

December 2012) 
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• Associate Professor, School of Economics, University of Cape Town (January 2008 to December 
2014) 

• Senior Lecturer, School of Economics, University of Cape Town (January 2005 to December 2007) 
• Lecturer, School of Economics, University of Cape Town (January 2001 to December 2004, initially 

on contract; on permanent staff since January 2003)  
• Senior Researcher, Applied Fiscal Research Centre, University of Cape Town (March 2000 to 

December 2001) 
• Marketing Administration Manager at Outspan International (later Capespan) (June 1997 to 

February 2000) 
• Lecturer, Department of Economics, University of Stellenbosch (January 1991 to May 1997) 
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